seems to be a bit more resistant) as air strikes have begun and the talk of deploying ground troops into the region once again fills the airwaves.
Throughout these past two decades we have witnessed an increasing hysteria about Islam, and the linking of militant violence with adherents of that faith. Racial profiling at airports and increasingly in urban centers has now included anyone who appears to be a Muslim, though in reality that has come to mean someone from the Middle East (given that almost a quarter of the world's population follow that faith, it is not possible to know what a Muslim looks like any more than we can simply identify a Christian), all with the purpose of exposing potential terrorists. ISIS, as extreme as the organization may be, cannot be a representative of Islam writ large any more than one can claim the existence of the Ku Klux Klan, with its violent history of murder, bombing, lynching and burning, is proof that all of Christianity breeds violence. It should also be noted that much of the violence in Christian Europe was directed at sectarian struggles as Catholics killed Protestants or Huguenots and vice versa, not unlike the ongoing violence between Sunni and Shia within Islam. The point is that there is little justification for much of that hysteria we now confront as every terrorist must be a Muslim, while in the US we ignore our own Christian Right militants who have killed and bombed US citizens.
This journal has explored these issues more frequently in recent years, examining the tension between liberalism and religious tolerance of immigrants (Brown, forthcoming; Hammond, 2011) , the relationship between race and religion (Byng, 2013) or the role of religion in politics (Aho, 2013; de Graaff and van Apeldoorn, 2011) , and looking into the nature of Islamic society (Critelli and Willett, 2013; Duzgun, 2013) . Our recent appointment of a North Africa and Middle East (MENA) editor will result in more voices from the region appearing in the pages of Critical Sociology in the coming issues. Given the current state of events, it is fitting to begin Volume 41 with a special issue on Islamophobia, in which authors explore the meaning and impact of being a Muslim in the US and UK, living under this era of racialization of religious beliefs.
